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APPENDIX E TO SUBPART E—ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES 

APPENDIX F TO SUBPART E—CONDITIONAL 
COMMITMENT FOR GUARANTEE 

APPENDIX G TO SUBPART E [RESERVED] 
APPENDIX H TO SUBPART E—SUGGESTED FOR-

MAT FOR THE OPINION OF THE LENDER’S 
LEGAL COUNSEL 

APPENDIX I TO SUBPART E—INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
LOAN GUARANTEES FOR DROUGHT AND DIS-
ASTER RELIEF 

APPENDIX J TO SUBPART E [RESERVED] 
APPENDIX K TO SUBPART E—REGULATIONS 

FOR LOAN GUARANTEES FOR DISASTER AS-
SISTANCE FOR RURAL BUSINESS ENTER-
PRISES 

EXHIBIT G TO SUBPART E [NOTE] 

Subparts F–I [Reserved] 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301 and 7 U.S.C. 1989. 
Subpart E also issued under 7 U.S.C. 

1932(a). 

Subparts A–C [Reserved] 

Subpart D—Rural Housing Loans 

SOURCE: 60 FR 26985, May 22, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1980.301 Introduction. 
(a) Policy. This subpart contains reg-

ulations for single family Rural Hous-
ing (RH) loan guarantees by the Rural 
Housing Service (RHS) and applies to 
lenders, borrowers, and other parties 
involved in making, guaranteeing, 
servicing, holding or liquidating such 
loans. Any processing or servicing ac-
tivity conducted pursuant to this sub-
part involving authorized assistance to 
RHS employees, members of their fam-
ilies, known close relatives, or business 
or close personal associates is subject 
to the provisions of subpart D of part 
1900. Applicants for this assistance are 
required to identify any known rela-
tionship or association with an RHS 
employee. 

(b) Program objective. The basic objec-
tive of the guaranteed RH loan pro-
gram is to assist eligible households in 
obtaining adequate but modest, decent, 
safe, and sanitary dwellings and re-
lated facilities for their own use in 
rural areas by guaranteeing sound RH 
loans which otherwise would not be 
made without a guarantee. Guarantees 
issued under this subpart are limited to 
loans to applicants with incomes that 

do not exceed income limits as pro-
vided in exhibit C of FmHA Instruction 
1980–D (available in any RHS office). 

(c) [Reserved] 
(d) Nondiscrimination. Loan guaran-

tees and services provided under this 
subpart are subject to various civil 
rights statutes. Assistance shall not be 
denied to any person or applicant based 
on race, sex, national origin, color, fa-
milial status, religion, age, or physical 
or mental disability (the applicant 
must possess the capacity to enter into 
a legal contract for services). The Con-
sumer Protection Act provides that the 
applicant may not be denied assistance 
based on receipt of income from public 
assistance or because the applicant 
has, in good faith, exercised any right 
provided under the Act. 

§ 1980.302 Definitions and abbrevia-
tions. 

(a) The following definitions are ap-
plicable to RH loans: 

Agency: Rural Housing Service 
(RHS). 

Applicant. The party applying to a 
Lender for a loan. 

Approval official. An RHS employee 
with delegated loan approval authority 
under subpart A of part 1901 consistent 
with the amount and type of loan con-
sidered. 

Borrower. Collectively, all parties 
who applied for and received a specific 
guaranteed loan from an eligible Lend-
er. 

Coapplicant. An adult member of the 
household who joins the applicant in 
applying to a lender for a loan. 

Conditional commitment. RHS’s notice 
to the Lender that the material it has 
submitted is approved subject to the 
completion of all conditions and re-
quirements set forth in the notice. 

Development standard. The current 
edition of any of the model building, 
plumbing, mechanical, and electrical 
codes listed in exhibit E to subpart A 
of part 1924 applicable to single family 
residential construction or other simi-
lar codes adopted by RHS for use in the 
state. 

Disabled person. A person who is un-
able to engage in any substantially 
gainful activity by reason of any medi-
cally determinable physical or mental 
impairment expected to result in death 
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